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THE ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE OF ART. 



THE FATES. 



The cuts we give are a specimen of that grim French wit 
which often lies behind so impenetrable a veil that we cannot 
comprehend it. The 
Bonnarts, during the 
reign of Louis XIV., 
published a number of 
full-length portraits of 
living personages imder 
allegorical denomina- 
tions. "The Three 
Fates," published about 
1692, are supposed to be 
portraits of three well- 
known court ladies, to 
whom, as to the famed /^ 
goddesses, some verses 
written under them were 
supposed to apply. 

The Parcae, or Fates, 
were, in the ancient my- - 
thology, goddesses who 
presided over the birth" ' * 
and life of mankind. • 
They were Clotho, La-' •'' 
chesis, and Atropos, " 
daughters of Nox and : 
Erebus. Clo&o, thev - 
youngest, presided over' 
birth and held a distaff; 
Lachesis spun out the 
story of our lives ; and 
Atropos cut the thread 
when our time was up. 
An ancient verse thus 
describes their attri- 
butes: — 



of Patroclus, being supposed to yield at times to their sway. 

In fact, the belief was, that they were the sovereign arbi- 
' ' tresses of our fate, ruled 

^ • our lives, and sent us to 

the shades below at will. 
By some they are repre- 
sented as spirits of 
heaven, by others as 
something very different. 
Pausanias gives them 
other names — Venus 
Urania, the goddess of 
birth, Fortuna, and Ili- 
thyia. A fourth was 
afterwards added^Pro- 
serpina, who divides with 
Atropos the honour of 
cutting the thread of 
life. 

These goddesses, 
though supposed to be 
immutable, were reve- 
rently worshipped by the 
imaginative Greeks. 
Black sheep were sacri- 
ficed to them. They are 
represented as three old 
women, with the attri- 
butes given in our en- 
graving. Singularly 
enough, they are consi- 
dered by Hyginus as 
the inventors of five 
letters of the alphabet.* 

The rare engravings 
from which the above 





LACHESIS. tA\vv\v,»' 

" Clotho Coliim retiiiet, Lachesis net, et Atropos occat." 
The power of the Parcae was great and extensive, Jupiter 
alone having control over them ; eVen he, as in the instance 



are copied bear the following inscription : " Chez H. Bonnart, 
vis-a-vis Les Mathurins, ou Coq. Avec privil." They are 
found in the valuable collection of M. Hennin. 



